
Strengthening Building Code Implementation and Compliance ï ICC Global Forum  

 
Strengthening Building Code Implementation and 

Compliance in Developing Countries:  
A Case Study of Nepal 

Ayse Hortacsu ï Applied Technology Council, Redwood City, CA 
John Bevington - ImageCat Ltd., London, UK  

Surya Shresta ï National Society of Earthquake Technology, Kathmandu, Nepal 
Kishor  Jaiswal -  USGS, Golden, CO 

Lucy Arendt - University of Wisconsin, Green Bay, WI 
 

EERI /  Bret Lizundia 

PICTURE 1 HERE PICTURE 2 HERE 

EERI /  John Bevington EERI /  John Bevington Government of Nepal 



Strengthening Building Code Implementation and Compliance ï ICC Global Forum  

Two-Part Presentation 

1. Findings of the EERI LFE team regarding Building Codes 

2. Overview of Housner Fellows work  
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Part I: EERIôs Response to the 2015 
Nepal Earthquake and Observations 
Regarding Nepalôs Building Code 
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Virtual Clearinghouse 

ǒ Established within 26 hours 
of the earthquake 

ǒ Goal to be a long-term 
archive for Nepal 
Earthquake information  

ǒ Visit EERIôs Virtual 
Clearinghouse Website for: 

ƺGeolocated Data Map 

ƺ Photo Gallery 

ƺ Team Report (under 

development) 

ƺReports from other teams 
and organizations 

ƺCurated Topic Posts 

 

http:/ / www.eqclearinghouse.org /2015 -04 -25-nepal/  
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ǒ Hari Kumar , GeoHazards International, India  
ǒ Jan Kupec , Aurecon, Christchurch, New Zealand 
ǒ Judy Mitrani -Reiser , Johns Hopkins University, Maryland, USA  
ǒ Chris Poland , CDP Engineers, Canyon Lake, California, USA 
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EERI Learning from Earthquakes (LFE) Team  

Special thanks to Dr. Thomas Kirsch (Johns Hopkins University)  

and Rubina Awale (Transcultural Psychosocial Organization, Nepal) 

* Not depicted in 
image above 

EERI / Bret Lizundia 
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Reconnaissance Effort 

Figures created by EERI with data from ESRI 

(Environmental Systems Research Institute), UN OCHA 

(United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian 

Affairs) Nepal, and U.S. Geological Survey (USGS).  

USGS ShakeMap Page: http://earthquake.usgs.gov/earthquakes/eventpage/us20002926#impact_shakemap     

USGS ShakeMap GIS File: http://earthquake.usgs.gov/archive/product/shakemap/us20002926/us/1435877532354/download/shape.zip 

Country Boundaries: http://www.arcgis.com/home/item.html?id=2b93b06dc0dc4e809d3c8db5cb96ba69  

Nepal District Boundaries: https://data.hdx.rwlabs.org/dataset/nepal-admin-level-3-administrative-boundaries-cod    

Nepal Country Boundary: https://data.hdx.rwlabs.org/dataset/nepal-admin-level-0-administrative-boundaries-cod 
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Reconnaissance Effort 
Figure created by EERI with data from EERI Reconnaissance Team, USGS, and United Nations OCHA Nepal. 

EERI Data Map: http://www.eqclearinghouse.org/2015-04-25-nepal/maps-and-photos/map/ 

USGS ShakeMap Page: http://earthquake.usgs.gov/earthquakes/eventpage/us20002926#impact_shakemap     

Nepal District Boundaries: https://data.hdx.rwlabs.org/dataset/nepal-admin-level-3-administrative-boundaries-cod    

Nepal Country Boundary: https://data.hdx.rwlabs.org/dataset/nepal-admin-level-0-administrative-boundaries-cod 
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EERI Briefing Series of Videos 
(www.eeri.org) 

1. Introduction:  Objectives, methodology, unique features, team  ï Bret Lizundia  

2. Nepal Earthquake:  Geography, demographics, and general damage ï Surya Shrestha 

3. Seismology and Ground Motion ï Kishor Jaiswal 

4. Building Performance Part I: Building type overview, RC frame with masonry infill, and 
woodframe ï Hemant Kaushik  

5. Building Performance Part II: URM bearing wall, postearthquake safety evaluation, 
barricades/shoring, school retrofits ï Bret Lizundia  

6. Health Facility Performance ï Judy Mitrani -Reiser and Hari Kumar 

7. Social, Psychological and Cultural Factors ï Courtney Welton-Mitchell  

8. Geosciences ï Jan Kupec 

9. Emergency Response ï Ganesh Kumar Jimee 

10. Performance of Cultural Heritage Structures ï Suraj Shrestha 

11. Building Codes ï John Bevington 

12. Lifelines ï Rachel Davidson 

13. Resilience and Community Case Studies ï Chris Poland 

14. Summary of Findings ï Bret Lizundia  
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ǒEasy to view (vimeo) 

ǒNothing over 30  
minutes long!  

ǒDownloadable pdfs 
available 


